Treatment needs of women with alcohol and other drug problems: experiences and views of Australian treatment personnel.
One hundred treatment personnel completed a structured interview as part of an Australian national study of the treatment needs of women with alcohol and other drug problems. The aim of the survey was to ascertain personnel's experiences of, and beliefs about providing services to women. Respondents had a broad range of qualifications and experience, and were generally supportive of provision of gender-sensitive services to women. The interview addressed a number of issues, including: barriers to treatment access, ability to provide gender-sensitive services, appropriateness of women-only services, and addressing sexual abuse issues. It is concluded that while many agencies attempted to provide appropriate services for women, many experienced difficulties, such as a lack of resources and funding. There is a continuing need for research into the best method of service delivery for women.